Cosumnes Subbasin
Groundwater Sustainability Plan
How Will You Be Impacted?
March 24, 2021 Public Workshop

Public Meeting on the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in the Cosumnes Subbasin – March 24, 2021

Welcome
Online
Participants!

Instructions for Getting Started
q Use only one audio source – either computer or phone.
q Wear headsets / earbuds to cut down on ambient noise.
Participating in the Workshop
q Please MUTE yourself at all times, except when speaking

Technical Problems?
 Use the Zoom chat,
 or email Stephanie Horii
SHorii@cbi.org,
 or text: 408.768.9394

q State name before you speak
q Focus on topic
q Honor and share time
Note: This meeting is being simulcasted at two in-person locations; the meeting is
also being recorded and will be posted to the website.
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Drought-Inspired Law: Manage Groundwater
• 2014: Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA)
• Created a framework to:
• Assess subbasin conditions
• Craft long-term plans
• Implement solutions

• Carrot/Stick
• Local control if plan is credible
• State intervention (high costs) if
plan rejected
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Cosumnes Subbasin: Work Under Way
• 7 Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies (GSAs) collaborating
• Technical studies in progress
• Data gathered, monitoring wells
installed, modeling under way

• What we know:
• Historic depletion rate of ~11,600
acre/ft per year
• Required goal: Replace ~20,000
acre/ft per year
6

Our Agenda Tonight
• What plan would work best?

• Feasible solutions = 20,000 acre/ft/yr
• Potential costs

• How would plan be implemented?
• Metrics to measure success
• Adaptive management if shortfall

• What happens next?

• Timeline until January 31, 2022

• How can you provide feedback/alternative
ideas?
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Before We Dive Into the Agenda…
Will you be required to put a
meter on your well??
• Our plan: NO
However…
• State can require meters
• Water districts can require meters

An effective plan will help
avoid mandated meters!
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Our Priorities for Creating a Plan
• Protect groundwater for all uses
• Residential, tribal, agriculture, environment, habitat, disadvantaged areas

• Minimize fallowing of farmland

• Retain our rural culture and economic base

• Minimize costs

• Spread costs across all users
• Find innovative solutions to offset costs with non-user revenue

• Incentivize, rather than mandate, participation

• Create solutions that reward participants rather than punish water users
• Avoid state intervention (higher costs, greater restrictions)
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Components of Potential Solution
• Reduce Demand
• Fallow land and conserve water

• Augment Supply
• Recharge aquifer with treated
wastewater, winter flood water

• Offset Costs with Revenue
• “Rent” subbasin storage to water
purveyors for later use
• “Buy” winter flood water at low
price; “Sell” stored water to urban
water purveyors at high prices.
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How Do We Get to 20,000 Acre/Ft Per Year?
• Recycle Galt wastewater = ~1,400
• Our share of other projects
• Sac Regional Sanitation recycled
wastewater = ~2,000
• Cosumnes Recharge Project = ~250
• Augment Cosumnes Flow = ~600

TOTAL: ~4,250
SHORTFALL: ~15,750
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Go Big: Leverage Our Assets
• SAFCA is interested in partnering
w/ Cosumnes Subbasin on
FloodMAR
• Develop multi-benefit project
that would
• Reduce regional flood risk
• Provide more water for ag, urban
water purveyors, environment
• Improve the region’s chances of
getting grant funding

• Innovative, cost-effective
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What is SAFCA’s FloodMAR Program?
• In most years, large quantities of excess
winter floodwater from the American
River will be available for storage in our
subbasin
• A portion of this water can be captured
and diverted for groundwater storage
into South American and Cosumnes
Subbasins
• Benefit to Cosumnes: at least 15,000
acre/ft/yr
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Why does SAFCA want to partner with us?
• Needs revenue to pay for operation and
maintenance of FloodMAR

• Cosumnes generates revenue through sale of
stored groundwater and receives winter water for
recharge in exchange

• Cosumnes Subbasin Selling Points

• Natural groundwater storage capacity
• Infrastructure already in place (Folsom South
Canal, connection to the Mokelumne Canal)
• Promotes public benefits: Cosumnes River
ecosystem, sustainable agriculture.
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Are There Simpler Solutions?
Fallow 7200
acres (save
20,000 AFY)

$3.8 million/yr
Buy 20,000 AFY
to recharge
basin

$10.5 million/yr

YES, BUT BOTH CHOICES ARE VERY COSTLY
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Could We Just Do Nothing?
State
Intervention:
$5.1 million

$300
$40

• Per well fee
($100 rural
residential)
• Per acre/ft
water
pumped

charge
25% • Late
per month
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Cost of Other Choices vs. Our Plan
• Only fallowing land =
$3.8 million
• Relying on State intervention =
$5.1 million
• Only buying recharge water =
$10.5 million

• Early years of our plan:
• $2.25 million offset by
$1.4 million revenue
• Local cost: $850,000
• Once whole plan online:
• $5.1 million offset by
$3.9 million revenue
• Local cost: $1.2
million
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What Will Our Plan Cost? Early Years
ANNUAL COSTS

ANNUAL REVENUE

Administration

$500,000

Prudent Reserve

$50,000

Pay farmers for fallowing,
conservation

$300,000

Pay to use land for
recharging projects

$400,000

Build groundwater
banking infrastructure

$1,000,000

TOTAL

$2.25 million

Payments by urban water
purveyor to rent storage

$1.4 million

Local fees

$850,000

TOTAL

$2.25 million

SUBBASIN DEPLETION OFFSET
6,000 acre/feet/year
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What Will Our Plan Cost? Later Years
ANNUAL COSTS
Administration

$500,000

Future projects/reserve

$460,000

Pay farmers for fallowing,
conservation

$750,000

SAFCA FloodMAR
(includes pay to use land
for recharging projects)

$1,980,000

Galt/OHWD/Other
project shared costs

$810,000

Maintain groundwater
banking infrastructure

$600,000

TOTAL

$5.1 million

ANNUAL REVENUE
Payments by urban water
purveyor to buy/store
water in subbasin

$3.9 million

Local fees

$1.2 million

TOTAL

$5.1 million

SUBBASIN DEPLETION OFFSET
23,000 acre/feet/year
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Comments? Questions? Ideas?
Webinar Participants

In-Person Locations

“Raise Hand” to speak

Webinar à Herald & Rancho Murieta

Calling-In Options:
*9 to “Raise Hand”

Raise hand to notify in-room facilitator

(*6 to Unmute/Mute)

Facilitator will repeat your question/
comment webinar participants

E-mail shorii@cbi.org or
Text: 408.768.9394

Comment Cards also available

COMMON TERMS
SGMA (“Sigma”): Sustainable Groundwater Management Act • GSA: Groundwater Sustainability Agency • GSP: Groundwater Sustainability Plan
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How Will We Know if Plan is Working?
• SGMA requires
• Annual reports
• 5-year updates

• Plan includes
• Administrative function to
implement plan
• Annual monitoring of subbasin
health

• Mid-course corrections to be
made as needed
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Measuring Progress
• Annual health checkup
• Is blood pressure reading within
healthy parameters?
• When are results so bad that
something needs to be done?

• Groundwater Sustainability Plan
• Requires checking data from well
monitors
• Defines undesirable results
• Sets criteria for taking further action
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Our Plan’s Benchmarks for Taking Action
• Don’t allow water level or water
quality to degrade
• Take action if 25% of monitoring wells
show decline/degradation for more
than 2 consecutive non-drought years

• Don’t negatively impact surface water
• Take action if monitoring well where
surface water is connected to the
groundwater shows depletion for more
than 2 consecutive non-drought years
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What Comes Next?
Aug-Oct: 60-Day
Comment Period

• Public workshop
on fee approach
May

June/July
• Fee hearings by
local agencies

• DRAFT Plan
Workshop
August

December
• Hearings on
final plan

• Final plan
submitted to
State
Jan. 31, 2022

State’s 60-day
Comment
Period Begins
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Comments? Questions? Ideas?
Webinar Participants

In-Person Locations

“Raise Hand” to speak

Webinar à Herald & Rancho Murieta

Calling-In Options:
*9 to “Raise Hand”

Raise hand to notify in-room facilitator

(*6 to Unmute/Mute)

Facilitator will repeat your question/
comment for webinar participants

E-mail shorii@cbi.org or
Text: 408.768.9394

Comment Cards also available

COMMON TERMS
SGMA (“Sigma”): Sustainable Groundwater Management Act • GSA: Groundwater Sustainability Agency • GSP: Groundwater Sustainability Plan
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How To Provide Input After Today
• Another public workshop May 26 (subject to
change)
• Sign up at bit.ly/CosumnesSGMA_May26 to be
invited to the virtual meeting
• Spread the word to your neighbors and friends

• Contact your agency representative

• Go online to Cosumnes.WaterForum.org
• Use the map to determine which GSA represents
you
• Email your representative with your comments
or questions

• Tell us what you think on potential projects
and management actions
• www.surveymonkey.com/r/CFLH6KD
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