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The Outreach & Engagement Committee has developed several resources to help
expand awareness and interest in upcoming meetings during this final and crucial
stretch for GSP development. The tools in this packet are meant to serve as resources
for GSAs to use as they choose; GSAs are also encouraged to share these resources
with outreach partners who can raise awareness through their networks.

The next public workshop is March 24. Several of the resources included in this
packet were customized for the March 24 public workshop:
• Factsheet
• March 24 workshop event flyer
• News blurb / social media post
• Talking Points
• Mailer (in development)
• Cosumnes GSA Map and Contacts - bit.ly/CosumnesGSAsContactsMap

Contact CBI (Stephanie Horii | shorii@cbi.org) if you have questions or suggestions on
how to expand our outreach efforts.

!!! IMPORTANT REMINDER !!!
Track your outreach efforts:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cosumnesoutreach

Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Cosumnes Subbasin:

Now is a critical time for Well Users to Get Involved

Whether you have a well on your property or live in a community that pumps groundwater
from a well into your home, decisions will be made soon that may impact you. The Cosumnes
Groundwater Sustainability Plan will be finalized this year. Providing a roadmap for how
groundwater will be managed for the next two decades, the plan is expected to include:
• Less agricultural land using irrigation to grow crops (voluntary fallowing).
• Projects to pump new sources of water into the ground (recharging).
•

Annual fees for everyone to pay for the plan’s implementation and monitoring.

Why are we talking about wells?

Where is the Cosumnes Subbasin?

Groundwater—water stored in underground
basins called aquifers—is an important
resource that provides drinking water, allows
agriculture to flourish, and supports a healthy
environment. But California’s frequent droughts
and over-reliance on pumping are depleting
groundwater. It is so severe in some areas of the
state that land is sinking as aquifers collapse.
Signed into law in 2014, the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA –
pronounced Sigma) requires the adoption
of local plans that will bring groundwater
supply and demand into balance. The goal
statewide is to stop removing more water out of
underground aquifers than is being replenished
(by nature or by humans). If local areas are
unable or unwilling to come up with an effective
plan, the law empowers the State to step in
with its own plan, which could be both more
restrictive and more costly for local residents.

The Cosumnes Subbasin extends south of the
Cosumnes River to the San Joaquin County
border along Dry Creek and west from the Delta
to the foothills of Amador County. To find where
you are in the subbasin, view this interactive map:
bit.ly/CosumnesGSAsContactsMap

Provide input during a
March 24th, 2021 workshop.
Learn more at www.cosumnes.waterform.org

What are options being considered for our plan?
Although the Cosumnes Subbasin has both urban (the City of Galt) and rural residential areas (Wilton
and Herald), much of the 150,000 acres is devoted to agriculture. Because we want to protect both
the character and the economy of our area, we are being guided by three strategies:
1. Protect/enhance the amount of water available for all uses, including a healthy environment.
2. Find cost-effective solutions that meet legal requirements and keep fees low.
3. Minimize the amount of acreage that is taken out of agricultural production.
Options presented during a public workshop on March 24 will include ways to put more water into the
aquifer (recharge) and ways to reduce water usage (fallowing land that is now irrigated).

How are you likely to be impacted?

Will meters be required?

The good news is that an effective groundwater sustainability plan
would mean that most people will be able to count on their wells
even in dry years. But there are costs to implement and monitor
whatever plan is adopted – and those costs will be shared by
everyone. Currently, it is expected that small property owners will
help pay administrative costs, while larger groundwater users will
be charged based on water usage.

SGMA does not authorize GSAs
to require domestic well users
to meter their wells. Meters
are allowed to be placed on ag
wells; however, the GSAs are
working to find ways to assess
water use without meters.

What can you do to provide input?

1

Become informed
about requirements
of the plan.

Go to http://cosumnes.
waterforum.org/ for details
about planning efforts in the
Cosumnes Subbasin.

2

Learn about the options
under consideration,
including costs
and benefits.

Attend a virtual public
workshop at 6:30pm on
Wednesday, March 24, 2021.
Register at http://bit.ly/
CosumnesSGMA_March24
Sign up at www.cosumnes.
waterforum.org/get-involved
to get emailed updates.

3

Tell your representatives
what you think after you
see the options.

Go to http://cosumnes.
waterforum.org/ to determine
which agency represents you
and how you can contact that
agency with your input.
Take a brief survey at
www.sloughhousercd.org

Provide input during a
March 24th, 2021 workshop.
Learn more at www.cosumnes.waterform.org

You are
invited!

Online Public Workshop:

Managing Groundwater
in the Cosumnes Subbasin
WEDNESDAY

March 24th
6:30-8:00pm
Register at

bit.ly/CosumnesSGMA_Mar24

What will be discussed?
A plan to stop depletion
of groundwater in the
Cosumnes Subbasin
Who should attend?
Everyone who has a well
or receives well water in
their home

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
In response to a state law enacted in 2014, a roadmap
for how groundwater will be managed over the next two
decades will be finalized this year. The goal is to stop
removing more water from underground aquifers than is
replenished each year by nature or humans.
What is in the Plan?
With a target of 20,000 acre/feet per year, the Cosumnes
Subbasin plan includes projects that put more winter
flood water into the aquifer (recharging) and options that
reduce usage (volunteers who fallow agricultural land or
restrict pumpage).
What is the Impact on You?
The good news is that an effective plan will mean that
people will be able to count on their wells even in dry
years. But there are costs to implement and monitor
whatever plan is adopted — and those costs will be
shared by everyone.

We look forward to seeing you!
Learn more at www.cosumnes.waterform.org

Notice of March 24 workshop to partners to post on Social Media or as
News Blurb:
Now is a critical time for well users to get involved in the groundwater management
plan for the Cosumnes Subbasin! The agencies creating the plan for this South
Sacramento/Amador County area will conduct a virtual public workshop on March 24
at 6:30 p.m. to detail options under consideration. Participants will be asked for
feedback about projects and potential cost-sharing arrangements. Go to
bit.ly/CosumnesSGMA_Mar24 to register for the meeting.

Posting suggestions:
• Potential Platforms: Facebook, Twitter, NextDoor, GSA website, County/City
events list
• If your GSA doesn’t have an account, think of other outreach partners who can
help spread the word:
o Local associations
o Neighborhood organizations
o Community leaders
o Elected officials’ social media accounts

Talking Points for GSAs:
•

For several years, we have been working on a plan for managing groundwater
to make sure everyone has enough for their needs in both normal and drought
years. Under a state law known as SGMA, we are required to submit that plan
by Jan. 31, 2022.

•

Identifying the best projects and management actions to make our groundwater
sustainability plan work is one of the most critical parts of our process. We
need to explain the options we are considering to the public and get their input
and ideas so that we can finalize the plan later this year.

•

Why should people care? Because the groundwater supply in our basin affects
us all, whether we are urban dwellers receiving water from city wells, or rural
residential landowners who pump water for their own uses, or agricultural
businesses that provide food and labor opportunities to our area. The state law
also requires our plan to detail how to pay for the projects and management
actions, so it is important for people to have a say in how costs are shared.

•

The first of several opportunities to provide input will take place in late March.
There will be a virtual public workshop at 6:30 p.m. March 24 on Zoom. Go to
bit.ly/CosumnesSGMA_Mar24to register.

Content for postcard:
Now is a Critical Time for Well-Users to Get Involved
A state-required Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Cosumnes Subbasin will be
finalized this year. Why should you care? Because the plan includes cutting back on
water use, building projects to add more water to the subbasin, and collecting
annual fees from everyone.
Come to a virtual meeting at 6:30 p.m. March 24 to learn about the plan and make
your opinions known. Sign up at bit.ly/CosumnesSGMA_Mar24 .

[CBI will email an editable version of the postcard once available]

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) in the
Cosumnes Subbasin

Under California law, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires the Cosumnes Subbasin to
form a groundwater sustainability agency or agencies (GSAs) by June 30, 2017, and to have a groundwater
sustainability plan (GSP) in place by 2022. There are seven (7) GSAs in the Cosumnes Subbasin.

Find your GSA at bit.ly/cosumnesmap.
To learn more about how you can be involved, contact your local GSA representative:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amador County Groundwater Authority: Rick Ferriera | rferriera@amadorwater.org | 209-257-5284
City of Galt: Mark Clarkson | mclarkson@cityofgalt.org | 209-366-7260
Clay Water District: Gary Silva Jr. | soilstoppers@yahoo.com | 209-481-4407
Galt Irrigation District: Leo VanWarmerdam | leovw1@hotmail.com | 209-914-1140
Omochumne-Hartnell Water District: Mike Wackman | info@ohwd.org | 916-682-5958
Sacramento County: Linda Dorn | dornl@saccounty.net | 916-874-1085
Sloughhouse RCD: Austin Miller | info@SloughhouseRCD.org | 541-981-3459

Cosumnes.WaterForum.org

