Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in the Cosumnes Subbasin
Shaping Local Control of Groundwater
Effective January 1, 2015, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) establishes a robust framework for the
sustainable management of groundwater resources for the first time in California’s history. SGMA’s intent is to achieve
sustainable groundwater conditions statewide and to locally manage groundwater basins while minimizing state
intervention to only when necessary. The preservation of local management of the region’s groundwater is a
fundamental principle for implementing SGMA in the Cosumnes Subbasin.
SGMA recognizes that management is most effective when done at the local level by local agencies with
adequate information, tools, resources, and authorities. Your involvement and input is key to ensuring a thoughtful,
locally driven plan for the Cosumnes Subbasin.

What is the driver of SGMA?
Groundwater is a critical component of the state’s water supply
portfolio. If effectively managed, this resource will help protect
communities, farms, and the environment against the impacts of
prolonged dry periods and climate change.
There are 515 groundwater basins and subbasins in California,
contributing close to 40% of California’s annual water supply in
an average year and close to 60% in extensive dry or drought
years. The state has designated 127 of the 515 basins and
subbasins as High and Medium priority - meaning they are not
considered by the state to be in a sustainable condition.
Designated medium-priority, the Cosumnes Subbasin is one of
those 127 basins.

What is legally required under SGMA?
After GSA formation, the next step in SGMA implementation is
the development of one or more Groundwater Sustainability
Plans (GSPs) by the subbasin’s GSAs. Developing a GSP will be a
significant undertaking that will likely take two to four years.
The heart of every subbasin’s GSP will be a reliable strategy to
achieve its self-defined sustainability goal without causing
“undesirable results,” which include significant + unreasonable:

The GSP will describe the subbasin’s current groundwater uses
and conditions, including groundwater levels, water quality and
connections to surface waters. It must also outline a planning
and implementation horizon, include monitoring and
management of the basin; and strategies to avoid any overdraft.
GSPs will not establish or determine groundwater rights. The
final step for SGMA is the implementation of the GSP to achieve
basin sustainability over a 20-year timeframe, by 2042. Most
importantly, the amount of groundwater pumped cannot
exceed the amount of water recharged, with conditions
measured against a 2015 benchmark.

Who is responsible for SGMA
in the Cosumnes Subbasin?
SGMA recognizes that management is most
effective when done at the local level by local
agencies with adequate information, tools,
resources, and authorities. As such, SGMA
requires that one or more local agencies
implement SGMA at the local level, with the state
as a backstop if necessary. These local agencies,
called Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSAs), are responsible for developing a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) by 2022
and ensuring that groundwater is being
managed sustainably by 2042. GSAs are given
both the mandate and broad array of tools to
regulate groundwater in their basin. Those tools
will include the ability to limit extractions and to
impose fees related to groundwater use.
Over the next four years, the following seven
GSAs will work together as the Cosumnes
Subbasin SGMA Working Group (“Working
Group”) to develop one or more GSPs by Jan 31,
2022. The Working Group is guided by a nearterm framework agreement that describes how
the GSAs will work together in the next six to
twelve months. In autumn 2017, the Working
Group will begin to develop a governance
agreement that will guide decision-making in
2018 and beyond.
•
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City of Galt
Clay Irrigation District
Galt Irrigation District
Omochumne-Hartnell Water District
Sacramento County (representing any
uncovered areas)
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District
Amador County Groundwater Authority
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Providing Input on
Groundwater Sustainability
Plan Development
Why Does My Input Matter?
Management and use of
groundwater in the Cosumnes
Subbasin is fundamental to the
region’s well-being. To ensure
groundwater is an available
resource for decades to come,
SGMA is designed to promote
local groundwater decisionmaking and management –
everything from defining what
constitutes “sustainable”
groundwater usage to
determining steps local agencies
will take to track and, if needed,
manage groundwater use. Given
the subbasin’s heavy reliance on
groundwater, it is important for
residents, businesses and
interested members of the public
to help shape the region’s
approach to managing this
precious resource and ensure
there is balance between longtime supply and use.
If the Cosumnes subbasin fails to
meet the requirements of the
law, the State of California may
intervene to manage the
subbasin.

How Can I Get Involved?
•

At the Working Group’s direction, the subbasin has hired an independent technical
advisory team led by Anona Dutton from EKI Environment and Water. Efforts to
implement SGMA are supported by the Sacramento Water Forum, a diverse group
of business and agricultural leaders, citizen groups, environmentalists, water
managers and local governments working together to protect the lower American
River and the region’s water supply.

Timeline - Learn more at Groundwater.Ca.Gov
June 30, 2017
Form Groundwater
Sustainability
Agencies

•

•

2022

2042

Complete
Groundwater
Sustainability Plans

Achieve
Groundwater
Sustainability

For More Information: Tom Gohring, Water Forum, tgohring@waterforum.org

•

Sign up for the interested
parties email list at
cosumnes.waterforum.org/
get-involved
Attend a monthly SGMA
Working Group or Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC)
meeting. Meetings are open
to the public and have
periods for public comment.
Request an organizational
briefing from the Water
Forum or a GSA.
Attend a public workshop.
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