Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in the Cosumnes Subbasin
Shaping Local Control of Groundwater
Effective January 1, 2015, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) established a robust framework for the
sustainable management of groundwater resources for the first time in California’s history. Groundwater is a
critical component of the state’s water supply portfolio, and if effectively managed, this resource will help protect
communities, farms, and the environment against the impacts of prolonged dry periods and climate change.
SGMA recognizes that management is most effective when done at the local level by local agencies with
adequate information, tools, resources, and authorities. Your involvement and input is key to ensuring a thoughtful,
locally driven plan for the Cosumnes Subbasin.

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies in the
Cosumnes Subbasin
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act defines a
groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) as a local agency
or combination of local agencies.
A local agency is any public agency that does one of the
following:
§ Supplies water
§ Manages water
§ Controls land use
In the Cosumnes Subbasin, there will likely be multiple
GSAs cooperating to produce an integrated Groundwater
Sustainability Plan. Entities that have or are expected to
express an interest include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City of Galt
Clay Irrigation District
Galt Irrigation District
Omochumne-Hartnell Water District
Sacramento County (to represent any uncovered areas)
Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District
A GSA representing the Amador County portion of
Cosumnes Subbasin

GSAs MUST do the following, known as management
responsibilities:
§ Prepare and implement a Groundwater Sustainability
Plan
§ Maintain basin groundwater sustainability
§ Conduct public hearings regarding sustainability plan
adoption or amendment
§ Submit annual reports
§ Periodic review of sustainability plan
§ Maintain list of interested parties

What can the agencies do?
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies CAN do the
following activities, known as discretionary authorities:
§ Adopt rules, regulations, & ordinances
§ Conduct investigations of water rights
§ Require well registration / well permitting
§ Require well operators to measure & report
extractions
§ Require reporting of diversions of surface water to
storage
§ Acquire property and water rights
§ Reclaim water
§ Impose well spacing requirements
§ Regulate groundwater extractions, including
limiting or prohibiting groundwater production
§ Impose fees and assessments
§ Undertake enforcement actions for noncompliance
§ Implement capital projects

Who will decide in the Cosumnes Subbasin?
Each entity is responsible for filing its intention to
serve as a GSA. Several GSAs have already filed while
others are expected to file shortly. All filings must be
completed by June 30, 2017. According to state law, if
portions of the subbasin are not covered by any entity
that has filed to become a GSA, the County will
become the default GSA. If the County doesn’t step
forward, the State Water Resources Control Board may
intervene.
Starting in spring 2017, those entities that have or will
file for recognition as GSAs in the Cosumnes subbasin
will begin discussions for creating a groundwater
sustainability plan. They will also develop a plan for
working closely with affected stakeholders including
agriculture, environmental interests, rural residential
well owners, tribal interests, and others.
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Providing Input on
Groundwater
Sustainability Agency
Formation
Why Does My Input
Matter?
Implementation of the
Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) is
intended to be a locally driven
effort. But in order for SGMA
implementation to be
responsive to local interest,
your input is needed.
If the Cosumnes subbasin fails
to meet the requirements of
the law, the State of California
may intervene to manage the
subbasin.

How Can I Get Involved?

Join Interested Parties List: Contact the Water Forum below or sign up at
cosumnes.waterforum.org to receive regular updates via email.
Note: The website is under development and expected to be accessible in spring 2017.

For More Information Contact
•
•

John Lowrie, Water Forum: JMLowrie@waterforum.org, 916-808-1994
Bennett Brooks, Consensus Building Institute: bbrooks@cbuilding.org

Timeline - Learn more at Groundwater.Ca.Gov
June 30, 2017
Form Groundwater
Sustainability
Agency

2022
Complete
Groundwater
Sustainability Plans

2042
Achieve
Groundwater
Sustainability

The Water Forum, in
conjunction with GSAs, will be
convening periodic public
workshops to ensure that the
public is aware of SGMA and
understands its ramifications
for water users, and to discuss
strategies for ensuring that
their interests are represented
during development of the
groundwater sustainability
plan. The Water Forum expects
to partner with local entities
such as the Farm Bureau, the
Lower Cosumnes RCD, the
Cosumnes Preserve,
Sacramento County and others
to foster widespread
participation.
Efforts to implement SGMA are
supported by the Sacramento
Water Forum, a diverse group
of business and agricultural
leaders, citizen groups,
environmentalists, water
managers, and local
governments working together
to protect the lower American
River and the region’s water
supply.

